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Group Art Unit: 3738 
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TRANSMITTAL OF RESPONSE TO 
ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUITEMENT 



SIR: 



Please make of record the following papers relating to the above-ident fied 
application: 

Response to Election/Restriction Requirement (2 pages) ; 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re Application of; Obermiller et al. 
Atty. Docket No.: PA-5213-CIP-CON 



Serial No.: 10/721,582 

Filed: November 25, 2003 

Title: IMPLANTABLE VASCULAR DEVICE 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 



Group Art Unit: 3738 
Examiner: Javier G. Blanco 



SIR: 



RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION 
REQUIREMENT UNPER 35 US.C. §121 



In response to the Election/Restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 
in the Office Action of December 29, 2004, Applicant make the following electio 
of species from each of the four groups identified by the Examiner. From 
Valve Prosthesis group, Applicant elects species Species SR (FIQs. 48, 49) 
traverse. From the 'Material' Group, Applicant elects Species; A with 
From the 'Corners' group elects Species B (FIG. 9) with traverse. From 
'Attachment' Group, Applicant selects Species C with traverse, j 

Applicants regard each of claims 1-13 to be genericto each of the identi 
species of the 'Support Frame Material' and 'Corners' groups since the identified 
frame characteristics forming the basis of these species groupings are 
particularly relevant to the methods by which the biomaterial is folded, wra 
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attachment of the biomaterial to the frame is generic to all of species A through 
of the 'Valve Prosthesis' Group, with the exception of the integral fr4ne 
embodiments, including Species Q (FIG. 44}. Although the figures of 
application most frequently depict the attachment of the material to the frame 
sutures (FIG. 48 being one exception), the specification clearly supports 
attachment of the material to itself using heat, pressure, welding cross-link ng 
agents, and/or adhesives without the use of sutures (page 23, lines 1 5-19). 
Skilled in the art would readily appreciate that these techniques provide a suitable 
alternative to suturing for any of the prosthesis embodiments depicted in whici 
biomateria! is attached to a support structure. As such. Applicant regards 
creation of these species groups as being unnecessary in order for the Examiner 
conduct a reasonable search. 

As for the 'Attachment' group, Claims 1, 7, and 1 3 are generic to each 
Species A-D; Claim 2 is readable on Species A; Claims 3 and 1 1 are readable 
Species B; Claims 4 and 8 are readable on Species C: and Claims 6, 9, and 12 
readable on Species D. Claims 5 and 10 ar© readable on Species C and D insomu 
that 'welding' can encompass both heat and pressure. 

Afthough the foregoing discussion is believed to be dispositive of the issues 
in this case, Applicant's attorney requests a telephone interview with the Examiner 
should any unresolved issues remain after the Examiner's consideration of tflis 
response to the Election/Restriction requirement. ! 
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